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kingdome, for they that ming? rare in Gage r to miſſe him, — ba 


that are haſty carmot finde him, & on theſe . he the kingdome is | 
therefore thou that mourhs bol hich , waits to be delivered by him, 


keep thou in the faith, and in the I ſtand thou ill, and 1 0 


not with the cat caltxſſe, priwittithe butche quiet ia thy 
Place, and keep thy * in chat wh wants hit, and - 
the neceſſity to be delivered by him, and there thou ſtanding ill in 
the watchfulneſſe, he will come.in an hour that thou knoweſt nat of, 
for there is not a groan chat riſe from Mi innocent in thee, but he 
hath great regard ung» it, and his compaſſion breaks in the ſame hour, 
but for the tit cn diva thoirart tpywpic, eczuſęlthat hour no 
man muſt know: 7 let all be —— and 2 the Lord, for his 


handitrac work," ill, know 
his to pipſ pf 5 ſtil Wt cel his balneſl to h 
own an be W oth t Path. rſake his own 


child, and in what place is it beſer, eng. he helps it not; and where is it 
hs n bondage and he delivers it not : if the 2 140 be kept, and the pati- 
in, he fa ils not in his work until he hath pet formed the 
com] ode a for bi his will the * anſl in bis. 
d ne can ad untam werk; and 
—— all are to be ftill and quiet in the light, and therein warch 
-*##d-weit-forhicoun hour, ſo will — nigh unto thee that mourns 
for him, and with his arms of mercy he will embrace thee, and take thee 
vp, and heal thee , and carry der Wet of the land of thy captivity, 
thefi ſhalt chou retuin with ioy indeed, when thou art incloſed in the 
ur which none can know 
until he come, and in this hour he bins up the broken-hearted , and 
Aaichco the weak, I am thy fliength; and to the poor, I am thy helper; 
and to the mourner, I am thy comforter; and to the captive, Iam thy 


deli erer; this-is-my hour, and am Tome enen th&free , thou haſt 
pa 
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gariently waited; and haſt nor grudged theu haſt been ſtill, and haſt 
not repinedʒ and in thy loweſt ſtate my arm hath reached to thee, and 
in all thy diſtreffes I have drawn nigh to ſucconr thee : but this is the 
hour in which L am cothe to deliver thee, O thou patient mourner, this 
is the voice of thy beloved, hea rken not unto another, for his word is 
ſure, and all His promiſes faithful, and behold he ſpeaks comfortably to 
thee, ond brings thee joyful tydings of deliverance : turn not thy face 
from him as if he was a ſtranger, for it is he, and ic is his hour, he hath 
ſeen thy travail ſince the day he begar thee, and in all thy afflictions he 
hath been afl ed with thee, and he hath not delayed his coming 
though thou haſt thought him long, and in the depth of thy miſery haſt 
ſecretly cried, why doth he not make haſt to help me, and why are my 
afflictions ſo continued upon me, hath he not in that hour bees near un- 
to thee, and hath he not in that time been thy comforter, and hath he 
not ſecretly reli ved thee, though thou haſt nor known it, and here he 
hath been chy „ that thou might not faint untill his own hour 
came to deliver thee, O that any who have been viſited ſhould miſſe of 
this hour, either by eareleſneſſe or forwardneſſe; for that which ſaith 
he delayes his coming that is the careleſſe ſpirit , and that which faith, 
Behold he cometh, let ur go forth to meet him, ( mark) let us go forth 
chat is n irit, it leads forth of the faich, forth of the 
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fo ſtayedneſſe, forth of the'contentednefſe; and ſo 

on the pre eee meaſure of light which cometh 
fiam Mat; ich he cometh in his hour, and neither of theſe 
births are deli Hred in a right hour, but are both born out of due time, 
and che carelefſe proves heavy and dies, and the forward proves a va- 
pair, which in its rife was ſomethirig , but ſuddenly mounts into the 
it, and after a while is no more feen ; bur the (till quiet babe that 
waits in the true patience, it is ſafely delivered in the time appointed, 
and in the hour determined, and _ it hath been long bruiſed, yer 
it hach patiently endured, and it hath long fitten mourning, 
yer it hach been contented, and in the deepeſt of its miſery, it hath fled 
unhy 5 ja the'throfe of mercy , and harh not been without ſome ſe- 
&ret faich and hope ih God, yea in the very time when it could not ſee 


which way any relief ſhoukd come, yet it hath breathed unto the Father, 
and hath put iti whole truſt and confidence in him, and ſo by a depen- 
Gricie upon the life of id generation, it hath lien under the arm of pre- 
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ſervatien, it hath not ſaid he ar his coming , and Iam weary of = 
waiting, neicher hath it ſaid, behold he cometh, I will go forth to mere 
him, but here] lye bruiſed, and my mourning is not hid from him, and 

here I will wait for the hour of his coming, I have no ſtrength to moye 
untill he come and help me; and therefore he muſt find me whete T am, 
and do all for me that is to be dpne, or heie I muſt lye and mourn out 
my days. I dare not {lumber les ſt I ſhould miſſe his coming, nor I dare 
not go forth to meet him, leaſt I ſhould not find him, but here will [ 
fic and wait for his own kour. O thou babe of tenderneſſe, that watch- 
eſt for thy beloved with diligence, thou art the object of the Fathers 
pity, and he is not forgerfull of thee, neither indeed can he, for theu 
art his natural child, a babe of hisown begetting, and in thy tra vail he 
is with thee, and in all thy diſtreſſes he comforts thee, and in thy deep 
afflitions he is a ſupport unto theezthouart the bruiſed, and he is come 
to heal thee ; the mourner , and he is come to comfort ther ; the 
captive, and he is come to deliver thee; this is his; bour, chough 
the powers of daikneſſe be ſtrong , Oh chou innotent babe , thou 
art deeper in feeling then words can expieſſe, theie is none knows thy 
travail but who are of che ſame life wich thee, neither can any eyectuly 
pity thee but che eye which only hath compaſlipy on thee, thou art the 


{tayed. 
him chat loves thee, and in his ftrengeh thou ſtandeſf in 0 


art well. beloved and highly fa vou ed of God, yea in the womb ride 
thee and fa vouiathee, and from the day of his deliverance, and the 
hour of thy birth he delights to honour thee, for out of all earthly fami- 
lies he hath chofcn thee, and fiom all ſalſe births he ſeparates * 
the Gentiles glory he will. give unto chee , and che. higb places of che 
earth he will — 2 — the glory, of We vaniſh th che 
night, the appearance ot thy beauty makes 4 perfect day „ al clouds 
ſcatter before thee, and all carthly fogs and: miſts clears up at thy pie- 
ſence, the lights of hea ven wichdraws at thy rifing , .. for the luſtre of 
thy brightnefle. xcells all borrowed lights,, and thou (wI'oweft ch m 
r inte thy glorious bod, and with the ſplendour of thy own EP 
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forth thou covers chem as if they were not; there is no mixture in thee, 
no droſs nor tin elea vs unto thee, for the furnace hath ſeparated all earch» 
ly matter from thee, that thy life may ſhine forth in perfect purity, and 
thou alone may rule the day which belongs unto thee : Oh chou art the 
precious Jewel in which is unity, none can be bound up but in thee , 
none can inherit the Kingdome befides thee, for the Father hath 

repared it only for thee, & there thou miſt dwell alone, & not be num. 

with tranſgreſſours any more, thy glory goes over the earth, and 

thy renown aſcends above the Heavens, and both earth and ea ven 
mult give up unto thecy for thou art the Son, and all muſt worſhip thee, 
all below thee is earthly, all above thee is airy, but in chy life is perfect 
temperance, and everlaſting ſubſtance, and there is nothing endures or 
remains beſides thee , all che Virgins are in love with chee, the ſweet ſa« 
yaur of thy ointment draws them after thee, and they cannot deny 
thee, nor forſake thee, but where ever thou goeſt they are conſtrained to 
follow thee, and in chy love they rejoice in union with thee, and ſings 
thy praiſe in che heavenly harmony. | 

Oh Sies] put on thy irengrh,and caſt thy mourning garments from 
thee, for the moſt high Remembers thee in ceraſſn mercy , he hath 
ſecn the time of thy widowhood , and the day es of thy long captivity, 
he hath beheld chy ſolitary places, and the years of thy great adveiſity, 
and now, he is drawing ni gh to work deliverance for thee, and to ga- 
ther thee out of all places, where thou haſt been ſcattered, and from a- 
mongſt all ttrangers by whom thou haſt been oppreſſed, and to ad- 
yance thy holy hill over all the earthly glory, that he alone way dwell 
in thee and del ght himſelf in thy lovely beauty, therefore let thy mouin- 
ing be turned into joy, and thy ſorrow into ſongs of praiſes, for thy 
de[Lyerer is come, and he ſmiles upon thee wich a lovely countenance, 
and che praiſe of the whole earth ſhalt thou be, ſaith the Laid, who 
i doth all theſe things. 
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d Let the tong me of the dumb be unlerſed, and read the joyful tydiugi 
t within, where the Lord « redeeming his choſeu, and raiſing 
e p bis Seed which ebtains evelaſting bleſſings, 

is | | 

A few wards of Counſel unte Friendi, concerning J1.rriage. 


"FH: Honourable Marriage is in the Seed of God, Male and Fe- 
mate in the feed are one, and lies down: together in the bed 
Inde filed, 


ea) 

uidefilet, where God bleſſech 4. arid cheir Seeds SertÞ for ever, 
therefore let all friends eye the Lord in this his day, and kerp faith. 
fun to the leadings of his power, left the ſons and daughters of ſtran. 
gers entice any of your minds to join with chem, and ſo yon goe into 
the defiled bed and looſe the honour j and be watehful chat you run 
not forth in a haſty eager mind among your ſelves, but waite that 5e 
may have clearneſſe in the counſel of the Lord, that ſo ye may under. 
ſtand that it is of God in the beginning, for if you-keep not ſtayed in 
the light, with the light to be guided; you may either look at the world 
or at the party, ac che firſt thing upon which you fix your eye, and 
ſo may labour to coinpaſſe the party either for the love of the worldy 
riches which they may poſſeſſe, or to ſatisſie your affecxions wich the 
outward beaury or comelinetſe of che perſon, and ſo the drawings and 
lendings of God will not be regarded; but che worlds riches, or the per- 
ſons comlineſſe, or both, will be the obje& of your eye, and whoever 

beginsin this ground, the Lotd will blaſt it, and if any come to feel 
that they have a real moving in the truth and in fimplicity one to ano - 
ther, and that in the beginning they look ſingly at the of God 
one in another, then wait to be preſerved and kept in Gods fear and 
counſel ; for here the enemy will ane to preſent ſome temptation to 

entice and entangle the minds, and if ever you into 
the world, and begin to look at the glory and honour of it, chat part* 
will prefently over ballance the real funplicity , and then the eye being 
fixed upon the worlds riches and glory, the enemy hatches a feeret de- 

fign which way tocompaſſe ic, and attain it, and then the remptarion - 
becomes a cloud and a vail over the excellent glory of the — ſeed, 
and if chat eye which looks into the world, and luſts ro compaſſe it, be 
not anſwered in its defire, then the love which hath been profeſſed will 
decay & cool, arid die, but and if that end can be obtained which che 
eye looketh after, then the loye will ſeemingly increaſe to a joining 
in the Covenant of Marriage, and this is not honourable though 
outwardly it may be brought to paſſe and effected, and whoſoeyer goes 
together in this ground, they will ſuffer loſfe in che truth, choùgh they 
may gain the worlds ſubſtance, and death will ſurprize them in the 
earth where they center, and how are many toffed abeut and cannot 
find where to ſettle, nor whete to come into a liking to ſatisſie their 
wandering eye, but ſometimes will draw a concluſion one way, and in- 
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is chiefly looked at, & that æhe joinir gor Not joining dependeth upon it, 
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Rantly turn from it again, and preſently joyn with ſome new preſen- 
tation which in its appearance ſeems to ſhew fairer unto their liking ; 
und thus 2 and down in the multitude of their own 
thoughts, and never waits to feel the Lords power to order them, but 
through the wiles of the enemy are hurried in a reſtleſſe ſtate and looſ:s 
thetr conditions in the tiuth, and doth not well perceive it, for if ei- 


ther ſtrangers be joyned unto, or the world or beauty be firft lookeri 


at, or the world catch the mind from the real movingyin the ſimplicity, 
or whatſocyer enil any layes to themſelves in this matter, they thro 
the ſame will come to great loſſe in the truth, whether the thing whi 
they aim at be effected or not effected, for if the mind be drawn into 
any vificlc appearance as to have a luſt after it, and to preſcribe waiet 
and ends ro accompliſh what is intended, there cannot be a clear ſtand- 
ing in the truth, where the mind is exerciſed about the attaining or ef- 
fecting any ſuch things, for they all ſtand in the liberty ef the will, 
and not in in the power of God which croſſeth it. 

Therefore this is the counſel of the Lord God unto all friends, look 
not at the ſons or daughters of ſtrangers, leſt you become one with them, 
neither look at the worlds riches amongſt your ſelves , but wait low in 


| 4Godsfear ta receive his counſel in every ſuch motion, & feel his hand to 
open the way for you, & when y ou feel a clear _ opened of the Lord, 


& that in his eternal power & wiſdom you can reach the Seed one in amt» 
ther, then wait for his time to make you up as one in the counſel of his 
own will, & when thus you feel his hand at work, then do not you begin 
toſay,we have eleatneſs from the Lord in this matter, but now we would 
know how it muſt be as to an outward portion or eſtate, and ſo begin to 
look into the earth, and conferre one with another about the things of 
this life, for if any do ſo, the Lord will dra back his hand, and hide his 
counſel from you, and will lea ve you in the dark to grote in your own 
way,& though you may obtain thoſe things which your eye in that place 
looks after, and may effect the thing which you aim at, yet there you 
tannot sbtain the Lords favour and dleſſing, not that the world or the 
riches of ir is hereby denied in their places, for if the Lord join any to- 
prther in the Seed, and that the things of this life be enjoy ed by either 
party as un out ward portion, there they may prove ſerviceable as in God 
wiſdom they are uſed, & the encreaſe will be bleſſed, but where rhe world 
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in that place it it is denied and ES, and jet not any Friends 
make Way one for another by ſpeaking to any party, except they 

feele a | necefſity layed upon them from the Lord ,. for, thereby 
be wronged in their fimplicity, hy giving up heir he. 


ſome may 


liefe unto LEED but let all wait to feele 
in Gods conuſell and leading 


eir own moving: 
„ and ſo to manifeſt their on mind 


in his fear and wiſdome, thet it may be felt on botk ſides to 
be of the Lord, & then lay it before ſome meg 
Aued with heaven! ,wiſdam,that the groun 


enced. in ſound j 
en & finiſh it in his 


ent, & ſs ro ry hel 
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gbey friends that are en. 


Pony be bal. 
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heart to God & one another, there will be true contentinent with < a 
| the world affords on either; part. c whether it be more or lefir will be 
enjoyed, i in its place with comfort & peace; & though pa 


wuch in age, ot in ouc Ward ſy 


noe, yet the marriage } 


is of the Locd,for equaliry Rands not in age 6r wealth 
worlds account, but in che proſpecity of che 


outh becomes one 
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wing the Lord fully. Nee e, J nr carefyll in 
chi! N which in ee 
earthly wi and can never be effeHed by it, co the of God, 
{i the bongfr of i truth, nor nin 7 5 f ſuch 2s ſo 
obcains it, bur where itis iſhed-in counſel and will of 
Ggd, and that there be an faithful wich — he hath the glo- 
e ee remains 46 continual! 
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